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Satnami rebellion, and the golden history 
of Satnam Dharma | 


Guru Ghasidas Baba 
told the whole 
human society the 
path of truth, peace, 
love and meditation, 


Satnam Dharm, 
Satnami cult any of several groups in India that have 
challenged political and religious authority by rallying around 


so that human beings 
can work for 
humanity by living a 


virtuous life. 
an understanding of God as satnam (from _pali, satyanaman, 


“he whose name is truth”). 


The earliest Satnamis were a sect of mendicants and householders " All human 
founded by Birbhan in Narnaul in eastern Punjab in 1657. In 1672 
they defied the Mughal emperor Aurangzeb and were crushed by 
his army. Remnants of that sect may have contributed to the become similar 
formation of another, known as Sadhs (i.e., sadhu, “sood”), in the 
early 19th century, who also designated their deity as satnam. A 
similar and roughly contemporary group under the leadership of themselves, the 
Jagjivandas of Barabanki district, near Lucknow, was said to have origin of human 
been influenced by a disciple of the Sufi mystic Yari Shah (1668- 
1725). He projected an image of an overarching creator God as 
nirguna (“devoid of sensible qualities”), best worshipped through world is the 
a regimen of self-discipline and by use of the “true name” alone. 
Yet Jagjivandas also wrote works about Hindu deities, and the 
elimination of caste, a central part of the Satnami creed, was not 
part of his message. 
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Guru Ghasidas Baba and his Satnam Movement 


The most important 
Satnami group was founded 
in 1780 in the Chhattisgarh 

_tegion of middle India b Ss 
Guru Ghasidas baba , a farm & 
servant and member of the | 
satham occupation was 
farmar .His Satnam Panth 
(“Path of the True Name”) 
succeeded in providing a 
religious and social identity 
for large numbers of 
Chhattisgarhi satnami (who 
formed one-sixth of the 
total population of the 
region), in defiance of their 
derogatory treatment by 
upper-caste Hindus and 
their exclusion from Hindu 
temple worship. Ghasidas is 
remembered. 
for having thrown images of Hindu gods onto a 
rubbish heap. He preached a code of ethical and 
dietary self-restraint and _ social equality. 
Connections with the Kabir Panth have been 
historically important at certain stages, and over 
time Satnamis have negotiated their place within 
a wider Hindu order in complex ways. 


Guru Ghasidas 
Baba Ji worked 
throughout his 
life to raise 
human 
consciousness 
to a higher 
level. He 
always talked 
about human 
welfare. Know 
the truth by 
worshiping 
Dhyan 
Samadhi in 
Chhata Pahar 
of Giroudpuri. 
He refused to 
accept 
anything 
blindly, taught 
man the truth 
of non- 
violence. 


